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It all started in the year 1952. BalaSaheb Deshpande, 

An advocate by profession got 6 students from tribal 

Village and started a school for them to impart 

education in Jashpur, Madhya Pradesh. As we all know, 

that if a needle pricks your legs, you have tears in your 

eyes, same way, our Balasaheb could understand the 

hardships  of the Vanavasis and said that we need to 

bring them to the mainstream and that can  only be 

through imparting education and inculcating 

“Baratheeyatha” in them.

Who are VanaVasi? Vanavasi are the tribal people who 

are spread across the length and breadth of the 

country. They mainly dwell in forests. They are around 

700 distinct tribes and they form 9% of India’s 

population approx. 10 crores in number.They are 

mainly located in eastern part of India. Karnataka also 

has around 50 such distinct tribes. They believe Forest 

as their God and they are very religious people. 

1) Karnataka has around 8 free hostels for tribal 

students.Each hostel has an annual budget of 

10 lakhs.so, it means we require approx. 80 lakhs/- 

to run 8 hostels annually.

2) If you want to run a “Mane Pata Kendra”- A kind 

of home tuition for tribal people, we require around 

50000/- per year. We have 243 such Kendras only 

in Karnataka. So the total cost for running all the 

Mane PataKendra is 243*50000.

If you extrapolate these numbers at national level, you 

will get an idea of the strong need for funding.VanaVasi 

Kalyan has the motto- “VanaVasi,NagaraVasi, 

GramaVasi ,Sabh hai BharathVasi” .This inspires 

lakhs and lakhs of Volunteers and they come forward 

a n d  f u n d  m a n y  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  V a n a V a s i 

Kalyan.VanaVasi Kalyan has setup samiti’s at both 

Nagara(City) as well as Grama(Village) levels.

They are around 400 such Samiti’s (Groups) in India.

3) The annual cost of maintenance for running 

ambulance which in turn provides free medical 

services in tribal region is around 14 lakhs.

Established in 1952 in Jashpur, Madhya Pradesh, 

Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram is a non-profit 

organisation committed towards upliftment of 

vanvasi (tribal community) in India. Thousands of 

devoted volunteers across 447 Districts, 52323 Villages 

across India work unanimously towards building 

"Samarth Bharat" in true sense.

Vanavasi Kalyan is successfully running programmes 

for Tribal people in the field of education, health, 

self help group, economic sustainability, afforestation 

etc etc.All the programmes requires huge funding and 

let us take few examples:-

We also have a “Nagariya Pramukh” who travels 

length and breadth of the country and connects with all 

these Samiti’s. So, currently we have Baghwan Sahay 

SEVA HI PARAMO DHARMA
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West Bengal

There are around 350 Nagara Samiti’s in Kolkata, West 

Bengal.

As previously said, there is a huge population of tribal 

people in eastern parts of India. So, the WB samiti 

collects funds and essential items and donates them to 

the eastern Tribal people. This has led to a great 

transformation in the tribal people. They are not only 

educated today but they are socially aware and also 

economically doing good. They have also excelled in 

sports and have represented Olympics many a times. 

This has also led to decrease in conversions.

Punjab & Haryana

as our Nagariya Pramukh who inspires lakhs and lakhs 

of volunteers to do selfless service.

Many citizens who are retired in cities actively volunteer 

for Vanavasi Kalyan. This in turn becomes a great 

strength for the full time workers who have dedicated 

their entire life for the upliftment of Vanavasi people.

In Karnatak, Vanvasi Kalyan started in the year 

1989.There are 15 zilla,280 vanavasi centers and 472 

Seva activities are carried out all over Karnataka.There 

are around 10 Nagara Samiti’s to help these seva 

activities who either contribute funds or give their 

quality time.  

1) Infosys has donated an Ambulance. This mobile 

health Van has helped 60 Tribal villages in and 

around Bhatkal in providing free medical services.

Karnataka

For Eg:-

2) Cisco has trained  Vanvasi bhandhus on MS Office 

and have clocked 63 hrs imparting the required 

computer skills.

Punjab Nagara Samiti takes care of Jharkhand  Tribal 

people and Haryana Nagara Samiti takes care of Orissa 

tribal people. They collect funds and essential items 

and donates them to the Vanavasi.They collect funds 

during Shivarathri,Makara Sankranth,Durga Pooja & 

RamaNavami Festivals and donate them to VanaVasi 

Kalyan.

Because of their connects and experience, many 

programmes of Vanavasi Kalyan are run today 

successfully. They also bring in CSR funds which is vital 

for the Vanavasi Kalyan programmes. This has brought 

smiles to millions of Vanavasi bhandhus.

In Bengaluru, there is one MahaNagar Samiti and 6 

UpaSamiti.All the volunteers in these samitis are either 

working in MNC’s or large corporates. They are also 

volunteers who are entrepreneurs. 

Shivamogga Nagara Samithi has started “Sri 

Annapoorneshwari MustiAkki Yojana”. In this 

programme, it is continuously donating around 

5 quintals of rice to the 8 hostels in Karnataka from past 

12 years.Not only rice, it also collects funds and donates 

Tailoring Machines,Gas Stoves,Electronic Induction 

Cookers and also Bedsheets, Sweaters and Blankets for 

the tribal students.

Today VanVasi Kalyan Ashram has completed 70 years 

and Vanvasi Kalyan Karnataka has completed 30 

years.Because of the untiring efforts of the volunteers,

In order to facilitate all the devoted donors, Vanavasi 

Kalyan also conducts SatyaNarayana Pooja once in a 

year and we use this day to announce all the 

achievement’s what we have accomplished in the last 

one year.All Vanavasi Students,Karyakarthas who has 

excelled in their respective fields are also awarded on 

this day.On this day, one can also see lot of cultural 

events performed by the Vanavasi students.Finally , the 

end result of this event  is the doubling of the devoted 

donors!!!

4) SM Electronics is another company which has 

donated huge funds and also distributes free 

medicine in tribal villages.

5) Karnataka has selected 5 good archers from the 

tribal villages and have send them for advance 

training to West Bengal with an aim on Olympics 

medal. The entire cost of their stay is taken care by 

Infosys Foundation.

6) Microsoft has joined hands with Acer and donated 

10 Laptops to Mundhagodu computer center.They 

have also donated 20 projectors  to the Vanvasi 

volunteers and have imparted training of how to 

use these projectors. This has immensely helped 

vanavasi students in their learning process.

There are also programmes like ”Chota Scientist” 

which brings in scientific temperament in the vanvasi 

students. Even Tailoring classes are started for the 

economic upliftment of tribal women.

One more programme which is quite popular among 

city dwellers is “VanaYatra”. The IT/BT crowd during 

their weekends visit these villages,connects with the 

tribal children and impart them Maths/Science 

/Computer skills.

3) Turner and Townsend has installed solar panels in 

Vanavasi Kalyan hostels in Sulya and Dandeli 

region. It has installed solar panels in Vanavasi 

Kalyan hostels in Sulya and Dandeli region.They 

have also donated around 1000 “Bala-Bharathi” 

books to the libraries of these hostels.
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Because of their well-built bodies and enduring 

stamina, Vanvasi students are participating in state and 

national level sports events today.They are also 

entering the field of politics and bringing awareness 

among their fellow tribal people. 

As a token of gratitude, many vanavasi students have 

come forward to work as full time Karyakarthas and 

have dedicated themselves to the nation progress.

thousands of men and women have got education 

today and have become an asset to their families and 

nation.They are also employed today.

Our beloved PrimeMinister Narendra Modi Ji has 

recognised Vanavasi Bhandus and has 

awarded Padma Shree to many 

fellow Vanvasi karyakarthas. Let us 

all come together and work 

selflessly for the upliftment of our 

Vanavasi Bhandus!

The way, a tiny squirrel helped in its own way in 

constructing the bridge for Rama to bring back her Sita 

from Lanka, thousands of volunteers, in their own little 

way,are helping Vanavasi Bhandhus, in making them 

assets to the nation.

Seva hi paramo dharma!!!
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

Healthcare projects achievements from June '21 to Aug '21

Multiple activities were done on healthcare with focus being COVID-19 second wave as well as preparedness to 

3rd wave; Listed below are details

Program/activity Beneficiaries/Facts of program Comments

Doctors Connect

Purpose: Collaborate with Doctors 

for teleconsultation  & Training 

to Arogya Mitra’s

Awareness Session Series

Purpose: Create awareness to 

VKK Hostel Wardens & 

some of Karyakarta’s

Volunteer Doctors

Purpose: Full time Doctors 

to our Chikitsa Kendra’s

Ayush Govt Doctor & Sevagram

Purpose: Ramanagara District 

healthcare activities with Govt team

Health Camps

Purpose: Reach Haadi’s 

for free medical check ups

Training to Arogya Mitras

Purpose: Equip Arogya Mitra’s for 

COVID-19 3rd wave precautions, 

diagnosis of symptoms

12 Doctors Participated at  event 

and agreed to support further 

activities on teleconsultation

Further opportunities with 

doctors for medical camps 

,equipment's and medicines 

in progress of exploring

CEO of Arogya Seva is visiting 

Yadgir to organize local doctors

Free medicines distributed & 

vision glasses given

6 Sessions conducted with doctors

Arogya Seva organization has 

agreed to provide residential 

doctor to Yadgir

Iruligara doddi would be taken as 

Sevagrama Ayush Govt plans for  

Haadi Survey, Health camp, 

medicinal plantation, 

vaccination awareness etc.,

Total Camps - 4

People undergone medical 

check ups - 337

Newly introduced 

Dental check up’s with 

RV Dental College, Bangalore 

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

(CPR) demo to village people 

Plan in progress with doctors , 

Nisarga mane Sirsi, 

Adichunchangiri Medical college

Session Topic Doctor Date / Time

COVID-19 Precautions and 

3rd Wave information

Dr Srikant Sakkarepatna 1st July; 10 am 

Child Health & Women health Varadaraj Kadambi 30th June; 10 am

Common Community diseases 

in Tribal community

Rudresh 27 June; 10 am

First Aid for Tribal Community Vaman Nayak 29th June

Ayurvedic Medicines Arpita July 1st week

Bad Habits and its effects Arun Vadavi 29th June

Organizing Medical Camps Srinivas To be planned

Home remedy & Herbs Dr.VenkatramanaHegde/ 

Sirsi Nisarga mane

Aug 6

Ayush Medicine Information B.S.RajaLakshmi 29th June
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

Message from Sarla ji from Udaypur. 1650 Rakhees 

were sent to armed forces this year. Many from this 

group supported this intiative

VKK Karyakartas met Padmashree Tulasi Gowda

C o m p u t e r  t ra i n i n g  c e n t e r  i n a u g u ra t i o n  i n 

Ramanagaram Karnataka at the hands of Doctor 

Komala from Aayush department. An IT company in 

Bangalore  has provided 55 refurbished laptops for this 

purpose. Five such training centers will be launched in 

Karnataka in coming days.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

Today Pradeep ji has created a painting of Rani 

Gaidinliu in our Mysore hostel which is named after her. 

Bhagya who is Bachelor of art student from same 

hostel helped him and got valuable guidance as well. Sri 

Atul Jog ji Vanavasi Kalyana National Organizing 

Secretary was also presnt and appreciated the art!

Distribution of blankets @ ramanagara  by VKK  

karyakarthas  Ramanagara. Sponsored by Sri  

Nagendra ji  of Relyon Softec Pvt Ltd

Inauguration of Usha Silai Centre @ our hostel and skill 

development centre @ GUNDLUPET.

P.T.O
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

Report on recently concluded Arogya Mitra Training 

Programme held @ Sirsi, wherein basic training  on 

telemedicine etc., was provided  to 80 Particpants (new)  

and most of these participants are going to be part of 

our New medical project ( Arogya Mitra Project-

reaching around 100 Tribal villages).

In Sep 2021, Vanavasi Kalyana with the support and 

Sponsorship of Belaku Foundation (Foundation of one 

of our Karyakartha Prathima Ji) has installed Solar 

Lights for 50 Houses in DB Kuppe, Kollihaadi and 

Thattekere in Bandipura Forest Area.  These Tribal 

Hadis are in the Forest area, wherein the Vanavasis 

reside without any electricity.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

Vanavasi Kalyan visited a tribal hamlet named 

Gouripura near Bidadi and helped to arrange a camp 

where local Hakki Pikki tribal people could register and 

get E Shram cards. Common service center official from 

Ramanagaram joined us to help issuing these cards.
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07) Which Sanskrit grammar by hearted almost whole at the age of seven by Swami Vivekanda?

09) In the year 1877 Narendranath and his Father visited in which place in Madhya Pradesh

01) Swami vivekananda’s family name was…

02) Who was the father of Vivekananda?

04) Name of swami Vivekanada mother is

05) When was Swami Vivekanada born?

03) What was the profession of swami Vivekananda’s Father?

10) In which college Narendranath first studied?

06) ”I prayed to shiva for a son and He has sent me one of His demons” 

       Who said this about Vivekanada?

08) At the age of seven Narendra joined the Metropolitan Institution founded by whom?

06) Vivekanda’s Mother

05) 1863

08) PanditIshwar Chandra 

       Vidyasagar

09) Raipur

10) Presidency College, Calcutta

01) Narendra Nath Datta

03) Attorney–at –Law

02) Vishwanath Dutta

07) Mugdhabodha

04) Bhuvaneswari Devi

Answers:

TIME TO TAP  YOUR MEMORY...

QUIZ

BY M. ASHOK
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SPONSORSHIP
DETAILS

Ÿ All donations are exempt from Income Tax under 

Section 80G of IT Act 1961

Ÿ One can make bank transfers as per below account details

Ÿ For 80G receipts, contact Mr.Keshava +91-94829 84575

Ÿ Donations can also be made through crossed cheques

VanaMitra Editorial Team: 

Sripad Ji, M.Ashok, Mayuresh, Vivek

This is an attempt to provide information on the work done by Vanvasi Kalyan Karnataka and to 

create awareness for the comprehensive development of the tribals of Karnataka. You too can 

participate as a volunteer. Send your feedback to the editorial board:

Reach Vanamitra Team at:

vanamitra@vanavasikalyana.org        www.vanavasikalyana.org

About VanaMitra

Address:  834, New Kantharaja Urs Road, 

 Kuvempunagar, Mysore.

Branch Phone:  0821 2342 425

Bank:  Canara Bank 

Branch Cell Phone:  94498 60428

Branch:  Kuvempunagar II, Mysore 570 001

SB Account number:  04212160000078

IFSC code:    CNRB0011717 (For NEFT/RTGS Transations)

IFSC Code:  CNRB0000033 (For IMPS Transaction)

Account Name:  Vanavasi Kalyana

India Resident Accounts
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