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Tribal Freedom Fighter

Rana Poonja Bhil

Rana Poonja Bhil, a brave commander from the
Bhil tribe of Merpur, Rajasthan, played a pivotal
role in India's freedom struggle. As a key figure in
the Battle of Haldighati onJune 18, 1576, he led Bhil
archers alongside Maharana Pratap, fiercely
resisting the Mughal army on the banks of the
Banas River. Their skillful use of slings and stones
created a hailstorm-like defense, forcing the
Mughals to retreat. In recognition of his
unmatched courage and leadership, Maharana
Pratap honored him with the title ‘Rana’—a tribute
to his strength and valor that still echoes in the
Vananchal of Mewar.
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Rani Durgavati

Rani Durgavati, born on 5th October 1524 in
Kalinjar, Bundelkhand, belonged to the Gond tribe
and stands as an immortal symbol of bravery in
Indian history. Known for her valor and strategic
acumen, she defeated Sher Shah Suri even before
her marriage, and later, as the Queen of
Garhamandal, defeated Baz Bahadur twice. In
1564, when faced with a Mughal invasion, she
chose death over surrender, courageously ending
her life on the battlefield. Her sacrifice on June 24th
became a testament to the indomitable spirit of
tribal leaders in the defense of freedom and
identity.



Shraddhanjali

Prof Dr. Shankarrao Tatwawadi, also
known as Shankar ji hailed from
Nagpur. Born in 1933, he was a
swayamsevak since his childhood.
A meritorious student throughout
his educational career, he
received his early education and
obtained M.Sc. in Chemistry from
Nagpur University after which he
went to Banaras Hindu University
BHU for his Doctoral studies. Further,
he went to USA Univ of Texas at Austin and
University of Kansas in mid-1960's for his for Post-
Doctoral studies.

He joined Banaras Hindu University in the
department of Pharmacy and served as Head of
Deptt of Pharmacy till he took early retirement in
1992.

He was associated with sangh activities all through
this time and held various responsibilities from
shakha level at Nagpur and prant level at Banaras
and served as shishak in sangh shiksha vargas. He
was instrumental in establishing Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh HSS shakahas in USA and was
vistarak there for some time. He also travelled to
countries like UK occasionally for programs while
continuing his Professorship at BHU..

He was assigned as pracharak for UKin 1989 where
he stayed till 2011. He became Vishwa Vibhag
samyojak in 1993 and travelled in more than 60
countries. Some of the major programs that started
in this period are Vishwa Sangh Shiksha Varg,
Vishwa Sangh Shibir, Hindu Sangam at Milton
Keynes UK, Hindu Marathon UK etc. The shakha
work outside Bharat witnessed major expansion in
all continents during this time.

EDITORIAL

After 2011, he was associated with

Vijnan Bharati as a margadarshak

and travelled throughout Bharat
guiding karyakartas and meeting
prominent personalities in that
field.

Known for his affable and down
to earth nature, he kept contact
with innumerable karyakartas and
their families all around the world. It
was astonishing how he could
remember names of everyone in the family

and would enquire about everybody.

He had a very keen eye on details, be it travel
details, Sanskritwords and its meaning, tune of the
geet, chronology of programs etc. He was well
versed in Sanskrit and Hindu scriptures and was a
goodsinger.

He was based at Dr Hedgewar Bhavan, Mahal
karyalay Nagpur since 2011 and any karyakarta
visiting Nagpur would yearn to meet Shankarrao ji.
He was unwell for last few months and had some
difficulties in walking. He passed away on 12th
March at 1030 at Mahal karyalay. As per his wish,
his mortal remains were handed over to AlIMS
Nagpur on 12th March evening.

Our heartfelt shraddhanjali to the pious soul of
Shri Shankarrao ji and prayers that Shri
Parmeshwar will bestow sadgati to divangat
Punyatma.

Om Shantih Shantih Shantih.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

3rdjJanuary 2025
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30m Shooting The Karnataka team in the Sub-Junior Girls
* First: Bhagyashree (300 points) Division has won the Championship
* Second: Annapurna (281 points) Trophy, bagging:

¢ 3 Gold Medals
¢ 3 Silver Medals
* 1 Trophy

20m Shooting
* First: Bhagyashree (299 points)
» Second: Yukta Satish Goud (284 points)

20+30m Shooting
* First: Bhagyashree (599 points)
* Second: Annapurna (562 points)

All participants received
a Participation Certificate.

Historic Win

This is the first time since 2014 that the Karnataka team has won a medal in Archery and emerged
as champions.
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13th January 2025
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19th January 2025

The “Binduvinidha Sindhu” program was
successfully conducted on Sunday, 19th January
at Birsa Munda Bhavan, H.D. Kote. It was
organized by the Sabala Division of Vanavasi
Kalyan for the benefit of Sabala students.

The “Binduvinidha Sindhu” program was
inaugurated by Shri Shantarama Siddi, Secretary
and Legislative Council Member of Vanavasi
Kalyan Karnataka, along with Shri Gurucharan
(Sabala State Coordinator), Shri Satyakirthi
(Cooperative Director), and Shri Manivanna
(Organizing Secretary). The event began with a
prayer by Ms. Savitri, followed by a welcome
address from Shri Bammu Patil, Head of
Provincial Hostels. Shri Keshava, Head of the
Youth Dimension, delivered the inaugural speech
and compered the event. Shri Gurucharan shared
the program'’s objectives, and students
introduced themselves, speaking about their
families and future educational aspirations.

Shri Shantarama Siddi also gave an overview

of the organization.

In the second session, Shri Jayadevaraj Urs K.N.,
retired principal, inspired students by highlighting
the lives and values of Bhagwan Birsa Munda,

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and

Sir M. Visvesvaraya.

Shri Yaduveera Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wodeyar, Maharaja of Mysore and Member
of Parliament, graced the event and expressed

VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

pride in his longstanding bond with the Vanavasi
community. He commended the support
extended to Vanavasi Kalyan students and
highlighted the deep-rooted connection between
the royal family and H.D. Kote. Emphasizing the
role of youth in shaping India’s future, he echoed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of holistic
national development. He encouraged promoting
indigenous forest products, like Adivasi Hair Qil,
and underscored the collective responsibility to
preserve India's rich cultural heritage. Engaging
warmly with students’ questions, he reinforced
his commitment to their aspirations.

Shri Manu Chakkera, Provincial President,
illustrated the royal family's connection to forest
dwellers through the example of Dasara
elephants and extended heartfelt thanks to the
Maharaja. Shri Manivanna honored him with the
Vanajyoti special award as a token of gratitude.

Student Talent Show

A total of 19 impressive performances were
presented by the students during the talent
show. Shri Manivanna, Shri Manu Chakkera, and
Shri Shantarama Siddi served as judges and later
oversaw the prize distribution. In the concluding
address, Shri Manu Chakkera encouraged
students to balance academics with social
service. All participating students received bags
and t-shirts as a token of appreciation and were
wished success in their future endeavors.

The program concluded with the chanting

of the Shanti Mantra.
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19th January 2025
Binduvinidha Sindhu
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19th January 2025
Binduvinidha Sindhu
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

19th January 2025
Binduvinidha Sindhu

=yl

@
dalad Segh (£.) s s

‘i--u

ROBTI QILTIODCT® 235000925 2L,.EOIOTS D03

)3 & I essoo’o

[y dady: =0T 3 :c.x....rfr-.n\..ﬂ I 6 96’"1'_-, < T | ]\ }L(—

f_-vﬂ-a..:ado! cRoEs oo #rX

tladsien mocosicle TR, Cor SIncitian.
= oaEshod, Bdeo, SacDoss e
SEGT TRy oOTRL B0 otost B0
T ET SR SRS wdoh 2D
S = :..'.:.a::wn'_.‘ TROES
nox, 3. ..xs;:d»:.‘.r..f TSP
o :::_....):.:.r.hd OoFR RS
Snosderiod -.oCn..ﬂ:J oy .. dond
-:;.‘:MW O,

moie Se? SIS UCR T ROV o
= oEn  weor TS TIRD :.....s.-. P~ VKD § -

Som, PrTD, RobrsErss, AT Tlert~lelal ﬁﬁ =0

Soss Ao oo = m}&)wﬁﬂ: setenan i SO o, o 0¥ S wgece
oD SO SRack. " “-W‘li - mw‘m =y “cc:
- :.; mf: 'h“;f:é_._r'.‘:;q;:' f:.__tw‘- oo w0 = R ¥ok, wene cocETH R0 deLgatacor
== . s T oot mnoesor oy, Tl unilal BT
molcle T o eos d.an  oaskD, .
SCRQrrien IR oms, oo, HATOIDIHAIOUSD,  wn o, TE, TR IOLTD
oR.o.o0r ootleor, ool o, o b JBeIRod eD ooty gen, 17 SraF LY TIRaDF S
ULuer deno, XOf.o0. LErEool, oo mrv,mq_ O-fedeaty moaen e LS SO
SeSmUgrocont  ShoonRE B BEbod GO o o8 SRl
m%um wolesr m,r,_‘.wm - ey ter, 55,05

dxt:ﬁ‘ B ot wSon oA as,w TOIDONOD, B, ccd S SO ITKD GUSIA

08



VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

26th January 2025
A medical camp was conducted in Yarijanthi Village, Raichur, benefiting around 120 people. Medical
camps were also held in Muneshwara Doddi and Doddabettalli villages of Kanakapura, benefiting a

total of 90 people.
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10th February 2025
Tribal Communities Highlight Cultural Heritage at Maha Kumbh, Call for Unity

https://m.dailyhunt.in/buzz/video/english/misc/post-b52294334?sm=Y

19th February 2025

Medical camps were conducted in Ambedkar Nagara and Rangaianakoppalu, Hunsur, benefiting
around 110 people. We were pleased to have 13 dedicated volunteers from General Motors join and
support the camp. GM continues to be a valuable partner in our ongoing efforts to uplift the Tribal
Community.
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21st February 2025
A medical camp was held in Mammugatti Village, Dharwad, benefiting approximately 173 people.
It was sponsored by General Motors.
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23rd February 2025

Vanavasi Kalyan Karnataka (VKK) organized a project site visit for our CSR partner, Dassault Systemes,
near the H.D. Kote area in Mysuru District. Shri Bhaskar ji and Prathima Bhagini accompanied Smt.
Radhika, the CSR representative from Dassault, during the visit.
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23rd February 2025
Tribal Freedom Fighters Exhibition was put up at the community conclave “Our Neighborhood -

Our Responsibility” organized by RSS IT Milan, Uttara Vibhag.
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3rd March 2025
A medical camp was conducted in Sidlapura Village, Haveri, benefiting a total of 145 people.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

9th March 2025
A medical camp was conducted in Kadthanbagevadi village near Itagi, Belagavi, benefiting
over 140 people.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

15th March 2025
With CSR support from Hydrolines Bangalore Pvt. Ltd., the solar roofing project at Gundlupet Hostel

was successfully completed
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17th March 2025
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Ji's view on VanaVasi Kalyan Ashram

https://www.facebook.com/reel/975373417635332?fs=e&mibextid=wwXIfr

19th March 2025
A medical camp was conducted in Kalasinakoppa Village, Dharwad, benefiting over 85 people.
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22nd March 2025
Medical aids and instruments were distributed to tribal communities by our Medical Van unit in
Yadgir, led by Dr. Bhima Reddy.
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25th March 2025
A medical camp was conducted on Sunday, 23rd March, in Bachavara Village, Yadgir, benefiting a total
of 187 people.

26th March 2025
A school near Aboordoddi, Channapatna has been newly painted, with the project sponsored by
Vanavasi Kalyan Karnataka (VKK).
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5th April 2025
A medical camp was conducted today in Yelavatti Village, Haveri, benefiting around 170 people.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

5th April 2025

On April 5th, the tenth anniversary of Uttarakoppa "Krishi Kendra" was celebrated with devotion and
enthusiasm. The program included Tulsi installation, Deepa Puja, distribution of prizes for village

activities, and a community meeting. Despite the rain, the event was conducted in an orderly manner,
thanks to the meticulous arrangements by Shri Ramachandra.

Shri Shivaramkrishnaji delivered the main address, emphasizing the significance of Krishi Kendra in
rural development. The event was graced by Shri Manivanna Ji, office bearers from the province,

district, and Krishi Kendra, the respected Ganapathi family associated with the Kendra, and village
elders.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

8th April 2025
A medical camp was conducted in Salebeeranahalli, Chincholi, benefiting 120 people.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

oth April 2025
A medical camp was conducted at Bedarahadi, Basavakalyana, Bidar, benefiting a total of 140 people.

9th April 2025
Cycles distribution for the kids in
Tribal villages of Bidar
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10th April 2025

The anniversary of Vanasuma Vanavasi Vidyarthi Nilam was celebrated on 06/04/2025

with distinguished guests including Shri Prakash P.S., Shri Manu Kaverappa Chakkera, and

Dr. Chandrashekhar. Shri Prakash highlighted the cultural richness of Vanavasi communities and
praised Vanavasi Kalyan's role in their progress.Over 250 participants including donors, CSR leaders,
and well-wishers attended the event.Cultural performances by hostel and local children added
vibrancy to the celebration.The event concluded with a community dinner and heartfelt gratitude

to all contributors.
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11th April 2025
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12th April 2025
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13th April 2025
Medical camps was organized in five villages of Gadag District - Chikkalagundi, Nellur, Mushigere,
Guliguli, and Pyati, with a team of 15 doctors from Gadag Medical College.

A total of 310 people benefitted from the camp.
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18th April 2025
On 18th April, medical camps were conducted in Hegale and Karkimakki villages of Karwar District,
benefiting a total of 102 patients.
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21st April 2025
On 21st April, cycles were
distributed to tribal children
in Bellary District, sponsored
by Uniphore, with company
representatives attending
the event.
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22nd April 2025
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28th April 2025
On 28th April, cycles were distributed to tribal kids in Dharwad, sponsored by Uniphore.
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28th April 2025
A medical camp was conducted in Halaga, Belagavi, benefiting around 125 people.
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VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

28th April 2025

Electricity connection work was sponsored by VanaVasi Kalyan for Seegehola Tribal Village,
Ramnagara Taluk
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VanaYatra Report

NO of Haadls visited Homes at

January 16th, 2025 to | Kumta, Hadgeri,
18th January, 2025 Uttara Koppa

25th January, 2025 Ramanagara




VANAVASI KALYAN EVENTS

List of Major Tribal Communities

In India

* Gond - Central India, mainly Madhya Pradesh, Chhcltttsgurh
« Santhal - Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha g ] 3
Bhils — Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh \ﬂ, ,‘r
Munda - Jharkhand, Odisha, WEst Bengal «
Konyak - Nagaland :

Meitei = Manipur
Bodo - Assam 8y
Naga Tribes - Nagaland, Mumpur

+ Onges - Andaman and Nicobar Islands

» Toda - Tamil Nadu (Nilgiris)

Ho - Jharkhand, Odisha

Oraon - Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha
Lepcha - Sikkim, West Bengal
Bhutia - Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh
Garo - Meghalaya F e ¥
Khasi - Meghalaya £y
» Angami - Nagaland

» Dimasa - Assam, Nagaland 3
» Kol - Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Prudesh
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India’s Largest Scheduled Tribes
By State !

Kuki Tribes

Lushai (Mizo)
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QUIZ

TIME TO TAP YOUR MEMORY...

By M. Ashok

01) In which language was the original Ramayana composed?
02) What is the name of the magical deer that lures Sita away from the cottage?
03) Who is Hanuman's mother in the Ramayana?

04) Which bird helps Lord Rama in the search for Sita by providing information
about her whereabouts?

05) Who helps Lord Rama in the battle against Ravana by providing information
about Ravana's weak points?

06) Which celestial weapon does Lord Rama use to kill Ravana?

07) What is the name of Lord Rama's bow, which he uses to break Lord Shiva's bow
and win Sita's hand in marriage?

08) In the Ramayana, who is the mother of Lord Rama?
09) Who is the father of Lord Rama?

10) In the Ramayana, who is the mother of Lakshmana and Shatrughna?
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Want to contribute?

Donors can contribute any amount desired and
be eligible for tax benefits:

How to contribute and make a difference:

Participate in Vanayatra to have a glimpse into Vanavasi life
Become a member of the local VKK committee

Sponsor a Tuition Center (Mane Pata Kendras) - Rs 50,000/- per Year
Sponsor a College Student for Rs 40,000/- per year

Sponsor education and living expenses of a school student Rs 25,000/- per year
Sponsor education expenses of a school student Rs 10,000/- per year

Sponsor a school kit for Rs 1000/- per kit

Sponsor a health camp for Rs 80,000 per camp

Sponsor a Hostel - Rs 15,00,000/- per year

Sponsor specific projects like drinking water, solar lighting, infrastructure etc.
Project-based

Sponsor a tailoring centre Rs.80,000/-
Sponsor nutrition for one student Rs 2700/-
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« All donations are exempt from Income Tax under

SPONSORSHIP Section 80G of IT Act 1961

« One can make bank transfers as per below account details

DETAI LS - Donations can also be made through crossed cheques

« For 80G receipts, contact Mr.Keshava +91-94829 84575

4 )
India Resident Accounts
Account Name: Vanavasi Kalyana
SB Account number:  04212160000078
IFSC code: CNRBO011717 (For NEFT/RTGS Transations)
IFSC Code: CNRBO0000033 (For IMPS Transaction)
Bank: Canara Bank
Branch: Kuvempunagar Il, Mysore 570 001
Address: 834, New Kantharaja Urs Road,
Kuvempunagar, Mysore.
Branch Phone: 0821 2342 425
Branch Cell Phone: 94498 60428

This is an attempt to provide information on the work done by Vanvasi Kalyan Karnataka and
to create awareness for the comprehensive development of the tribals of Karnataka.
You too can participate as a volunteer. Send your feedback to the editorial board:

VanaMitra Editorial Team:
Sripad Ji, M.Ashok, Mayuresh, Vivek

Reach Vanamitra Team at:
vanamitra@vanavasikalyana.org | www.vanavasikalyana.org

For internal circulation only
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